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Bennett Institute Newsletter - Spring 2020 

 

Quarterly news, publications, events, blogs and staff activity. 

For up to the minute news follow us on Twitter. 

  

 

From the Bennett Institute 

Directors                                            
The COVID-19 crisis has of course impacted greatly upon how we at the Bennett 

Institute work and communicate with each other, and with our various partners, 

stakeholders and supporters. We have worked hard in the past few weeks to adapt 

https://mailchi.mp/feef7ac11830/bennett-institute-newsletter-spring-2020?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://twitter.com/BennettInst


to these challenges, taking care to ensure that our staff are looked after, and 

continuing to engage external audiences. 

  

We are also acutely aware that the coronavirus pandemic raises profound questions 

about some of the main themes and challenges on which our work is 

focused,  including: the nature of social and geographical inequalities; the drivers of 

growth and productivity in the 21st century economy; how governments can 

promote, and measure, well-being across the wider population; and whether 

centralised states or more decentralised forms of governance are better placed to 

deal with a major challenge of this kind. 

  

COVID-19 has also raised large, sometimes uncomfortable, questions about the 

processes of government decision-making, the kinds of knowledge and expertise 

informing these, and the institutional and administrative capacities of health 

systems and other parts of the state. And it poses the difficult question of how 

governments can meet the imperative to protect their populations from the 

pandemic while trying to limit the damage to the economy and hence people’s 

livelihoods. What sorts of social settlement will emerge from this crisis, and what 

kind of economy should be rebooted in its wake, are pressing questions which 

researchers at the Institute and the wider Cambridge public policy community  will 

be turning to in the months ahead. 

  

To this end, we have launched a new series of short papers written by some of our 

leading academic experts. You can find these here.  

  

It proved impossible to hold our annual conference, which was scheduled for 

16th April 2020. Instead, we have published online our Bennett 2020 Conference, 

with some key contributions from our line-up of speakers, all of which touch on 

issues that are highly germane to the current crisis. We would like to express our 

great thanks to all those who had agreed to participate in this event. We hope to 

hold the next annual Bennett conference in April 2021, although planning future 

events has to remain tentative for now. 

  

Our projects and programmes of work continue, and we will be working hard to 

ensure that the evidence and insights which they generate are tailored to the new 

challenges opening up. In the months prior to the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, 

there was considerable interest in different parts of our intellectual agenda. For 

example, the UK’s new Chancellor announced in his March Budget that the 

Treasury will go ahead and review its Green Book on investment appraisal, 

reflecting the impact of our work on regional disparities in public sector 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/?categories=30
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/bennett-2020/


 

investment; and we were invited on several occasions to present our work on the 

economic fortunes of Britain’s towns and the geographical dimension of the UK’s 

productivity challenge to Ministers and officials in UK government. 

 

These are unprecedented and troubling times for us all. At the Bennett Institute, we 

are convinced that the intellectual agendas and policy questions we have been 

exploring assume even greater importance because of them. We will be doing all we 

can to ensure that our research findings and thinking feed into emerging debates 

about the better kind of society and economy which public policy should be striving 

to create. 

 

                                      

       

 

Michael Kenny and Diane Coyle 

Co-Directors of the Bennett Institute for Public Policy  

 

 

 

 

News 

 

Bennett Institute 2020 

Conference Report 

 

We recently published our Bennett 

2020 Conference Report with 

reflections on major challenges for 

public policy-makers, including: the 

future of government, the digital state, 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/bennett-2020/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/bennett-2020/


 

how to achieve wellbeing, and how to 

develop a more sustainable economic 

model, from: 

 

Dr Anna Alexandrova, 'Beware of ugly 

compromises: well-being science in 

the pursuit of policy influence', 

  

Dr Tanya Filer, 'Shaping the State in a 

Digital Age', 

  

Professor Geoff Mulgan, 'Government 

as a brain: how can governments 

better understand, think, create and 

remember, and avoid the traps of 

collective stupidity' 

  

Dame Fiona Reynolds, 'People need 

nature and nature needs people'. 

  

They have all approached these 

themes in the context of the many 

questions and challenges thrown up by 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 

The launch of the Centre for 

the Future of Democracy 

January 2020 

The Centre for the Future of 

Democracy launched at two public 

events early this year – on 29 January 

and 12 February. At the launch, Dr 

Roberto Foa unveiled and discussed a 

report 'Global Satisfaction with 

Democracy 2020' – based on a dataset 

of over four million survey responses 

collected over the past half century 

– on global attitudes to democracy.  

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/DemocracyReport2020_nYqqWi0.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/DemocracyReport2020_nYqqWi0.pdf


 

 

At the second event, the writer, 

academic, politician, and current head 

of the Central European University, 

Michael Ignatieff spoke to Prof David 

Runciman (host of the 'Talking 

Politics' podcast) about his life in 

politics and his hopes and fears for the 

future of democracy.  

 

Both events reflected the Centre’s 

interest in looking beyond the vagaries 

of contemporary politics, to the 

structural, long term conditions that 

affect democratic change. 

 

These two events were sold out and 

very well received. Dr Foa's report 

garnered national media attention 

with ongoing academic interest.  

 

 

LINK 'READ MORE@ with Conference report 

 

 

READ MORE 

 

 

Policy Resources - practical 

guides for academics to engage 

with and inform policy makers 

both within the UK and 

beyond.  

 

New material has been added to our 

pilot Policy Resources on the Bennett 

Institute website including a guide for 

academics wishing to engage with 

the devolved administrations and 

https://www.talkingpoliticspodcast.com/
https://www.talkingpoliticspodcast.com/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/centre-future-democracy/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/centre-future-democracy/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/centre-future-democracy/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/centre-future-democracy/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/policy-resources/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/policy-resources/devolved-institutions/


 

engaging with knowledge brokers.  

 

The Policy Resources provide practical 

suggestions for how to engage with 

and inform a range of policy makers. 

Although aimed at mid-career 

academics, with expertise in 

engineering and science, the advice is 

equally applicable to any researcher 

who may want to become more policy 

aware.  

 

This is a joint project with the Centre 

for Science and Policy and Churchill 

College.  Further resources will be 

added over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/policy-resources/engaging-with-knowledge-brokers/
http://www.csap.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.csap.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/


 

 

 

Wealth Economy: Bennett 

Institute released a new report 

'Valuing Wealth, Building 

Prosperity' urging transition to 

economies based on true 

measure of current and future 

wealth  

 

This new year-end report 

highlights how different indicators of 

wealth, including social trust, natural 

resources and a more stable climate, 

are urgently needed for governments 

to make informed policy decisions. 

 

Funded by international investment 

business, LetterOne, the Wealth 

Economy report argues for economies 

to move beyond metrics of GDP to a 

dashboard of six critical assets: 

physical, financial, intangible, human, 

natural and social capitals. The new 

report focusses on natural capital, 

climate and social capital. It includes 

key findings on the link between social 

trust and productivity growth, and 

considers which countries are likely to 

be most damaged by climate change 

and resource depletion 

With a new report launched, two PhDs completed, another fully funded and about 

to begin, recent promotions, and new hires, the first quarter of 2020 has been an 

all-around success for the Wealth Economy project.  

  

Our newest report “Valuing Wealth, Building Prosperity” was launched in March, 

making the case for cultivating a broad base of natural, social, physical, and human 

capital assets. We couldn’t possibly have predicted how important the themes we 

explored in our work on social and natural capital would be to the present situation. 

Our research shows how trust, civic engagement, and effective institutions go hand-

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/WER_layout_March_2020_ONLINE_FINAL_Pdf_1.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/WER_layout_March_2020_ONLINE_FINAL_Pdf_1.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/valuing-wealth-building-prosperity/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/valuing-wealth-building-prosperity/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/valuing-wealth-building-prosperity/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/dont-waste-fiscal-stimulus-invest-it-mitigating-cl/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/social-capital-and-response-covid-19/


 

in-hand with wellbeing and growth, and provides innovative social capital 

measurements across Europe. On natural capital, we examine the international 

supply chain for natural capital, provide a suite of accounts contrasting the 

domestic versus global footprints of nations, and demonstrate how these accounts 

can debunk excuses for climate inaction. Deep dives into how China could adopt a 

wealth approach in the 14th Plan and how natural capital accounts can be integrated 

into macroeconomic decision-making round out the report. 

  

Congratulations go to Dr. Saite Lu for completing his PhD and accepting a full-time 

Postdoctoral position with us. Dr. Matthew Agarwala also completed a PhD and has 

become Project Leader, while Dimitri Zenghelis has become Special Advisor to the 

project. Julia Wdowin has accepted a fully funded PhD position for research 

on access to wealth, thus integrating wealth theory with the capabilities approach. 

Finally, we’re excited to have Agni Poulikka joining the team as a research 

assistant, following the completion of her Master’s degree at the University of 

Oxford. 

  

READ OUR INTERIM REPORT HERE Published 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner of the Bennett 

Prospect Prize 2019/20 

 

We received 18 policy essays for this 

year's £10,000 Bennett Prospect prize 

asking: ‘Which single public 

health intervention would be 

most effective in the UK?’ 

 

We are pleased to announce that the 

2019/20 Bennett Prospect Public 

Policy Prize has been won by Vageesh 

Jain - a UK medical doctor currently 

training in public health in London. 

Vageesh is a public health registrar 

working in local government in the 

London borough of Hackney, and an 

NIHR Academic Clinical Fellow at 

UCL. 

https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/03/22/debunking-australias-excuse-for-climate-inaction/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/03/22/debunking-australias-excuse-for-climate-inaction/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/publication/strong-sustainable-and-inclusive-growth-in-a-new-era-for-china-paper-2-valuing-and-investing-in-physical-human-natural-and-social-capital-in-the-14th-plan/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/publication/strong-sustainable-and-inclusive-growth-in-a-new-era-for-china-paper-2-valuing-and-investing-in-physical-human-natural-and-social-capital-in-the-14th-plan/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/WER_layout_online_July_2019_final_doubles.pdf


 

 

READ MORE 

 

The winning essay has been published 

online in Prospect, with an 

introduction from Vageesh 

highlighting how the current 

pandemic has shown the need to make 

improved health across populations a 

priority for governments. 

 

 

 

Knowledge Transfer Facilitator 

- an important conduit between 

our own researchers and policy-

makers in the UK and 

internationally, helping us 

ensure that our research 

reaches the right policy and 

public audiences 

 

The Bennett Institute has created a 

new Knowledge Transfer Facilitator 

role, and in January 2020, we 

welcomed Owen Garling (on 

secondment from Cambridgeshire 

County Council) who is helping us 

develop a network of policymakers, 

nationally and locally, on some of the 

key themes of our research. 

 

We facilitated an ESRC-funded 

workshop in February 2020 exploring 

the question of why policymakers and 

public bodies find it so difficult to put 

lessons learned into practice -- 

with particular reference to the 

Grenfell Tower fire. We will soon be 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/news/vageesh-jain-wins-2020-bennett-prospect-prize/
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/politics/bennett-policy-prize-cambridge-prospect-winner-2020-coronavirus-public-health-food-beverage-tax


 

publishing a report based on this 

event. 

 

 

 

 

Publications 

 

Reports 

 

Valuing Wealth, Building Prosperity: The Wealth Economy Project on Natural 

and Social Capital - One Year Report Citation: Zenghelis, D., Agarwala, M., 

Coyle, D., Felici, M., Lu, S., and J. Wdowin (2020) 

 

The Value of Data project (3 reports): 

Policy Implications report – Accompanying Literature Review by Stephanie 

Diepeveen and Julia Wdowin 

 

Policy implications - Main report by Diane Coyle, Stephanie Diepeveen, Julia 

Wdowin, Jeni Tennison and Lawrence Kay 

 

Summary report / 2020 by Diane Coyle, Stephanie Diepeveen, Julia 

Wdowin, Jeni Tennison and Lawrence Kay 

 

Townscapes: Wales by Benjamin Goodair & Professor Michael Kenny 

 

The Global Satisfaction with Democracy Report 2020 Suggested citation: Foa, 

R.S., Klassen, A., Slade, M., Rand, A. and R. Collins. 2020  

Policy Briefs 

 

The British Constitution after Brexit:The case for popular codification by Josh 

Simons 

 

 

Working Papers 

 

'An Industrial Strategy for Tomorrow' series: 

Inside the black box of manufacturing by Dr Jostein Hauge and Dr Eoin 

O’Sullivan 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/WER_layout_March_2020_ONLINE_FINAL_Pdf_1.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/WER_layout_March_2020_ONLINE_FINAL_Pdf_1.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/Value_of_data_literature_review_26_February.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/Value_of_data_Policy_Implications_Report_26_Feb_ok4noWn.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/Value_of_data_summary_report_26_Feb.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/Townscapes_Wales___.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/DemocracyReport2020_nYqqWi0.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/The_British_Constitution_after_Brexit.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/inside-black-box-manufacturing/


 

 

Trailblazing a Local Industrial Strategy in Greater Manchester by John Holden 

 

First-mover disadvantage: the sovereign ratings mousetrap by Patrycja 

Klusak, Moritz Kraemer, Huong Vu 

 

The Credit Rating-Capital Structure Hypothesis – Does CEO Overconfidence 

Matter? by Shee-Yee Khooa, Huong Vua and Patrycja Klusak 

 

 

Lectures 

 

S T Lee Public Policy Lecture, 2019: 

Prospero's Practicum: Conjuring the 4th Industrial Revolution on an Even 

Smaller Island by Jacqueline Poh 

 

 

 

 

Events 

 

 

Bennett Institute Annual 

Conference 2020 

 

On the 16th April 2020 the Bennett 

Institute was due to hold its third 

annual conference, bringing 

participants together to discuss major 

challenges for public policy-makers, 

including the future of government, 

the digital state, how to achieve well-

being, and how to develop a more 

sustainable economic model. 

  

Whilst we were not sadly able to hold 

this event, due to the COVID-19 crisis, 

we are delighted to publish reflections 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/Trailblazing_a_Local_Industrial_Strategy_in_Greater_Manchester.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/First-mover_disadvantage_with_front_page_FINAL.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/Working_paper__-_Overconfidence_paper_with_cover.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/Working_paper__-_Overconfidence_paper_with_cover.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/prosperos-practicum/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/prosperos-practicum/


 

on these issues in our Bennett 

Institute 2020 Conference Report, 

from some of the leading contributors 

we were looking forward to hosting: 

Dr Anna Alexandrova, Dr Tanya Filer, 

Professor Geoff Mulgan, and Dame 

Fiona Reynolds. 

  

They have approached these themes in 

the context of the many questions and 

challenges thrown up by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

Workshop to identify key barriers to 

effective learning in public policy 

 

 

In February 2020, the Bennett Institute hosted a cross-disciplinary, multi-

stakeholder workshop funded by the ESRC to identify key barriers to effective 

learning. The workshop bought together a range of different perspectives under the 

Chatham House rule, including academics, lawyers, regulators, civil servants and 

business owners. 

 

The focus was on why it is so difficult for policymakers and public bodies to put into 

practice the lessons learnt from catastrophic events, in particular the Grenfell 

Tower fire. On 14 June 2017, this devastating tragedy killed 72 people – the largest 

loss of life in a residential fire in a century. 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/bennett-2020/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/bennett-2020/


 

 

The day of discussion led to several areas of consensus, concerning both the 

problem and ways forward. For example, organisational cultures may focus on 

satisfying regulations rather than delivering outcomes. In some policy 

environments there is a ‘blame game’ for political or legal reasons. Experts and 

decision-makers lack cognitive diversity, tending to come from similar social and 

professional backgrounds.  Rule by rule decision making is unsuited to increasingly 

complex social and technical environments. 

 

This is a debate we intend to sustain and take forward in the post-pandemic 

environment, building on the workshop; and we hope to hear from others who 

would like to contribute. 

 

 

 

 

From the blog 

 

James Vitali: Learning the right lessons about politics from the challenge of 

coronavirus 

Amy Yau, Jean Adams and Martin White: Food insecurity in the UK – why 

we need a new normal 

Professor Diane Coyle: Big Data for the Public Good 

Mark Sandford: How might English metro-mayors adapt to the post-coronavirus 

world? 

Dr Patrycja Klusak, Dr Huong Vu and Dr Moritz Kraemer: First-mover 

disadvantage: the sovereign ratings mousetrap 

Jack Sheldon: Do virtual parliaments have a future beyond the pandemic? 

Dr Johannes Lenhard: Homelessness under lockdown 

Marco Felici: Social capital and the response to Covid-19 

Dr Flavio Toxvaerd: From Epidemiology to Economic Policy 

Roberto Foa: In for the long haul 

Sam Gilbert: How can Google search help with the Covid-19 response? 

Professor Michael Kenny and Jack Sheldon: Territorial governance and the 

coronavirus crisis 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/learning-right-lessons-about-politics-challenge-co/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/learning-right-lessons-about-politics-challenge-co/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/food-insecurity-uk-why-we-need-new-normal/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/food-insecurity-uk-why-we-need-new-normal/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/big-data-public-good/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/how-might-english-metro-mayors-adapt-post-coronavi/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/how-might-english-metro-mayors-adapt-post-coronavi/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/first-mover-disadvantage-sovereign-ratings-mousetr/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/first-mover-disadvantage-sovereign-ratings-mousetr/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/do-virtual-parliaments-have-future-beyond-pandemic/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/homelessness-under-lockdown/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/social-capital-and-response-covid-19/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/epidemiology-economic-policy/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/long-haul/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/how-can-google-search-help-covid-19-response/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/territorial-governance-and-coronavirus-crisis/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/territorial-governance-and-coronavirus-crisis/


 

Owen Garling: Knowledge exchange in an age of disruption 

Professor Michael Kenny and Professor Diane Coyle: The Covid-19 crisis 

Dr Steve Unger: Why we need a new “Office for black swans” 

Dr Falvio Toxvaerd: The Economics of Infection 

Matthew Agarwala: Don’t waste fiscal stimulus, invest it in mitigating climate 

change 

Professor Diane Coyle: United we stand, divided we fall 

Nishan Varatharajan: Centering the human in design 

Professor Dame Athene Donald: Decrease the skills gap to increase R&D 

Josh Simons: Britain’s constitution after Brexit – the case for codification 

Julia Wdowin: The hidden capital in our economy – report preview ‘Valuing 

Wealth, Building Prosperity’ 

Professor Michael Kenny: An industrial strategy for tomorrow 

Dr Antonio Weiss: UK digital government in the 2010s - what was it all about 

politically? 

Professor Michael Kenny: England's territorial politics after Brexit 

Ben Goodair:Townscapes: The Welfare of Wales’ Towns 

Dr Matthew Agarwala: Misleading measures fan the flames 

Harry Pearse: The Centre for the Future of Democracy 

Professor Diane Coyle: Markets, State, and People: Economics for Public Policy 

Nishan Varatharajan: Bias by design – is human-centred design too human? 

Dr Lindsay Aqui: The history of emergency legislation and the COVID-19 crisis 

 

 

 

 

Staff activity 

 

Professor Diane Coyle 

 

Publications   

• Book published by Princeton University Press in February: 'Markets, State 

and People: Economics for Public Policy'   

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/knowledge-exchange-age-disruption/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/covid-19-crisis/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/why-we-need-new-office-black-swans/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/economics-infection/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/dont-waste-fiscal-stimulus-invest-it-mitigating-cl/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/dont-waste-fiscal-stimulus-invest-it-mitigating-cl/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/united-we-stand-divided-we-fall/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/centering-human-design/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/decrease-skills-gap-increase-rd/
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https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/townscapes-welfare-wales-towns/
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https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/nish-varatharajan-blog-series/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/history-emergency-legislation-and-covid-19-crisis/
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691179261/markets-state-and-people
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691179261/markets-state-and-people


 

• Blog post on the book   

• Final report of our project for Nuffield Foundation, 'The Value of Data: 

Policy Implications'   

Blogs  

• On the economic aftermath of the pandemic 'United we stand, divided we 

fall' 

• For Project Syndicate: February 2020 and January 2020 

• For the FT  

Events 

• In February we hosted a one-day workshop in Cambridge on Learning 

lessons from catastrophic events. Report to be published later this month. 

Other Activity 

• Public lecture at Nottingham Trent University in February - video here. 

• Took part in a Competition and Markets Authority session 

on Understanding Digital Markets in March. Gave a seminar on the same 

topic at the University of East Anglia. 

• In January presented at the annual Allied Social Science Associations 

annual conference in San Diego and at the annual Toulouse School of 

Economics Digital Economics conference, both on the economics of data 

and data policy. 

 

Professor Michael Kenny 

Publications 

Blogs 

• (with J.Sheldon) 'Territorial Governance and the Coronavirus Crisis' 

• (with D.Coyle) 'The Co-Vid 19 Crisis' 

• (with the Expertise under Pressure team) 'Reading Elizabeth Anderson in 

the time of Co-Vid 19' 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/markets-state-and-people-economics-public-policy/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/value-data-policy-implications/
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https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/united-we-stand-divided-we-fall/
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https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/data-strategies-government-regulation-by-diane-coyle-2020-02
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/digital-economy-ends-free-market-paradigm-by-diane-coyle-2020-01%C2%A0
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https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/events/events/2020/02/professor-diane-coyle-cbe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-digital-markets-innovation-investment-and-competition-conference-agenda
https://www.centreonconstitutionalchange.ac.uk/news-and-opinion/territorial-governance-and-coronavirus-crisis
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/covid-19-crisis/
https://hscif.org/expert-bites-with-elizabeth-anderson/
https://hscif.org/expert-bites-with-elizabeth-anderson/


 

Report 

• (with B.Goodair) 'Townscapes: Wales'   

 

Other Activity 

• (With B.Goodair) spoke at a research policy seminar organised by MHCLG 

on Britain’s townscapes, 12th March. 

• Briefed the UK Government’s Minister for Civil Society, Baroness Barran, on 

the Institute’s work on Britain’s townscapes, 11th March. 

• Attended the annual meeting of the scientific advisory board of the 

‘Behaviour Change by Design’ project, funded by the Wellcome Trust, 

31st January. 

• Invited to gave a presentation – ‘The UK’s Constitutional Futures after 

Brexit’ – to officials at MHCLG in Whitehall, and several of the 

Department’s regional offices, 27th January. 

 

Dimitri Zenghelis 

 

Publications 

Policy briefs 

•  ‘Delivering strong and sustainable growth in the UK’ (with Unsworth, S. 

Valero, A., Stern, S., Bowen, A., Robins, R., and Ward, R.E., March 2020). 

Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment, 

London School of Economics.   

• ‘Finance for a future London’ London Sustainable Development 

Commission, Finance Steering Group, March 2020.  

• ‘Strong, sustainable and inclusive growth in a new era for China Paper 1: 

Challenges and ways forward’ (with Cameron Hepburn, Nick Stern, 

Chumping Xie). April 2020 Grantham Research Institute on Climate 

Change and the Environment, London School of Economics. 

• ‘Valuing and investing in physical, human, natural and  social capital in the 

14th Plan’ (with Cameron Hepburn, Nick Stern, Chumping Xie). April 

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/townscapes-wales/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/publication/delivering-strong-and-sustainable-growth-in-the-uk/
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/organisations-we-work/london-sustainable-development-commission/our-current-work-and-priorities/our-green-finance-work
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EFC-Report-1_Challenges-and-ways-forward-1.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EFC-Report-1_Challenges-and-ways-forward-1.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EFC-Report-2_Valuing-and-investing-in-physical-human-natural-and-social-capital-in-the-14th-Plan-2.pdf
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EFC-Report-2_Valuing-and-investing-in-physical-human-natural-and-social-capital-in-the-14th-Plan-2.pdf


 

2020 Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the 

Environment, London School of Economics. 

Articles 

• 'Policies to address the climate emergency and steer innovation'. March 

2020. Lombard Odier. 

• 'The case for a clean stimulus in the time of insecurity'. March 2020. 

Lombard Odier. 

Report 

• ‘Valuing wealth, building prosperity’ (with Agarwala, M., Coyle, D., Felici, 

M., Lu, S.) March 2020.One-year Report of the Wealth Economy project on 

Social and Natural Capital, Bennet Institute, Cambridge.  

Events 

• Speaker. Christs Climate seminars. CSAP, 6th Feb. 

• Speaker. Mayoral Launch - invite to speak. London Retrofit Accelerator 

launch. GLA, 13th February.  

• Commentator/talking Head. Sky News. Budget 2020, 11th March 

 

Matthew Agarwala 

 

Publications 

• Agarwala (2020). Natural Capital Accounting and the Measurement of 

Sustainability. PhD thesis in Environmental and Resource Economics. 

Department of Geography and Environment, London School of Economics. 

• Agarwala (2020). Misleading Measures fan the flames. Bennett Blog. 

• Agarwala (2020). Debunking Australia’s excuse for climate inaction. Article 

for East Asia Forum, Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National 

University. 

• Zenghelis, D., Agarwala, M., Coyle, D., Felici, M., Lu, S., and J. Wdowin 

(2020). ‘Valuing Wealth, Building Prosperity.’ Wealth Economy Project first 

https://www.lombardodier.com/contents/corporate-news/responsible-capital/2020/march/policies-to-address-the-climate.htm
https://www.lombardodier.com/contents/corporate-news/responsible-capital/2020/march/the-case-for-a-clean-stimulus-in.html
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/news/cambridges-bennett-institute-releases-new-report-u/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/misleading-measures-fan-flames/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/03/22/debunking-australias-excuse-for-climate-inaction/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/publications/valuing-wealth-building-prosperity/


 

year report to LetterOne. Publisher: Bennett Institute for Public Policy, 

University of Cambridge. 

Events 

• Yale meeting on ‘Communicating the path to sustainability through natural 

capital accounting’ has been postponed 

• Represented the new Many Dimensions of Wellbeing Project at the What 

Works Centre for Wellbeing 5-year Anniversary and launch of new projects. 

12th Feb, 2020. 

• ONS Missing Capitals Workshop: Social Capital. Working with ONS and the 

Government Statistical Service on harmonising social capital measurement 

across government. 

Other Activity 

Talks 

• Re-Measuring Growth and Prosperity. Lecture to BNP Paribas & Cambridge 

Institute for Sustainability Leadership. 31st Jan. 

• Beyond GDP: Designing the 21st Century. Lecture for 100 students from the 

Norwich School, Reepham College, and Thorpe St. Andrew 6th Form. 6th 

Feb. 2020. 

• Measuring the Wealth Economy: Natural and Social Capital. ESCoE 

Research Seminar, Office for National Statistics. 11th Feb. Video link. Slides. 

• Economics and Climate Change: From Getting it Wrong to Making it Right. 

Keynote Lecture at the Glasgow Economic Forum. 8th March. 

 

Dr Lindsay Aqui 

 

Publications 

• Article ‘‘No’ Vote Contingency Planning for the 1975 Referendum’ to be 

published in spring 2020 with the Journal of European Integration 

History.  

https://cbey.yale.edu/event/communicating-the-path-to-sustainability-through-natural-capital-accounting
https://cbey.yale.edu/event/communicating-the-path-to-sustainability-through-natural-capital-accounting
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/escoe-research-seminar-11-february-2020-measuring-the-wealth-economy-natural-and-social-capital-matthew-agarwala/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/video-matthew-agarwala-research-seminar/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/escoe-website/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/26100954/ESCoE-Research-Seminar-110220.pdf


 

• Lindsay’s first book The First Referendum: Reassessing Britain’s Entry 

to Europe, 1973–75  is due to be published with Manchester University 

Press in July 2020 

 

 

Dr Penny Mealy 

 

Publications 

•  An article (with Diane Coyle) for Foreign Policy in the 'Practical Wisdom in 

a Complex World' project, exploring the use of comics (The Adventures of 

Statman and The Sipster) to encourage public engagement with complicated 

and contested subjects such as the economy and climate change. 

• Research Policy paper ‘Economic Complexity and the Green Economy’ 

constructing a new dataset of green traded products. 

Other Activity 

• February 2020 presented work at a Rebuilding Macroeconomics conference, 

on novel analytical approaches to analyse UK employment data: “What can 

complexity add to macroeconomic policymaking”. 

• Presented research on job transitions, labour divisions and automation at 

the OECD’s recent conference on ‘Integrative Economics’. This work was 

also recently featured on Exponential View. 

 

Dr Tanya Filer 

Publications 

 

Blogs 

• Jacqueline Poh, Prospero's Practicum: Conjuring the 4th Industrial 

Revolution on an Even Smaller Island (with a foreword by Tanya Filer) 

• Antonio Weiss, UK digital government in the 2010s - what was it all about 

politically? 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/11/05/comics-academics-save-ir-international-relations/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/adventures-statman/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/adventures-statman/
https://www.postcarbontransition.net/the-sipster
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048733320300287?via=ihub%5C
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvGKRktiYE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bvGKRktiYE4
https://www.oecd.org/naec/integrative-economics/
https://t.co/0orpv6c5iu?amp=1
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/prosperos-practicum/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/research/prosperos-practicum/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/uk-digital-government-2010s-what-was-it-all-about-/
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/uk-digital-government-2010s-what-was-it-all-about-/


 

Other Activity 

Teaching 

• Lent term - integrated teaching on digital governance to the MPhil in Public 

Policy. Dr. Filer joined the steering group of Teaching Public Service in a 

Digital Age. (A group of international practitioners and academics thinking 

through the public policy curriculum for a digital twenty-first century). 

• Produced a report for UK Parliament on digital engagement in the select 

committee system.  

 

 

Jack Sheldon 

Publications 

Blogs 

•  UK in a Changing Europe, ‘Devolution arrangements within the UK during 

the next phase of Brexit’, 30th March 

• Scottish Parliament Information Centre, 'The scrutiny challenge posed by 

common frameworks', 22nd January 

Report 

•  Chapter on ‘Devolution and Interparliamentary Coordination’ in UK in a 

Changing Europe report on 'Parliament and Brexit', 23rd March 

Other Activity 

• 'Balancing the politics of Unionism and the Politics of Brexit in the 

Parliamentary Conservative Party, 2017-2019’, presentation at UK in a 

Changing Europe early career event, Cardiff. 16th January 

 

Ben Goodair 

 

Publications 

https://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit-and-intergovernmental-coordination-within-the-uk/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit-and-intergovernmental-coordination-within-the-uk/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/01/22/the-scrutiny-challenge-posed-by-common-frameworks/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/01/22/the-scrutiny-challenge-posed-by-common-frameworks/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Parliament-and-Brexit-report.pdf


 

• Townscapes: Wales Third in a series of papers analysing the fortunes of 

towns across Britain 

• Townscapes: The Welfare of Wales’ Towns Blog post on the paper 

Other Activity 

• Co-delivered a presentation with Prof. Mike Kenny on findings from the 

Townscapes project to policymakers from MHCLG, 12th March 

 

 

 

Julia Wdowin 

 

Publications 

• Blog: The hidden capital in our economy – report preview ‘Valuing Wealth, 

Building Prosperity’. 

Reports: 

• 'Valuing Wealth, Building Prosperity': The Wealth Economy Project on 

Natural and Social Capital One Year Report to LetterOne. Zenghelis, D., 

Agarwala, M., Coyle, D., Felici, M., Lu, S., and J.Wdowin (2020).  

• The Value of Data; Policy Implications – Main report: 

• The Value of Data: Policy Implications report – Accompanying Literature 

Review:  
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